BOBAK GOAT

Munro Leaf

Bobak Goat gets tired following the leader. He decides that he will not go from one place
to another simply because others are going. He will decide for himself - where he wants
to go, why he wants to go and how he wants to go. Now Bobak has started thinking for
himself and he is much happier than before.
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His name was Bobak. STeRT AW T STelah|
He lived in a desert area. 9 TSR W Tgar el

There was a goat.
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He was only fond of eating.
He ate up whatever he could find.
He did not care about what he was eating.

\ He tried to bite whatever he saw.
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What he liked best were the leaves and
pods of the Acacia Tree.
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But if he found clothes hanging on a line,
he would not mind chewing them up!
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Sometimes he would enter someone’s kitchen.

There he would try to bite the fruits hanging
from the basket.
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Sometimes it would also try and bite
the cactus plants.

But then he would regret doing that
for a long time.
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Bobak stayed in a large pen
with other goats.

He did not have much to do there.

All he did the whole day was eat and
sleep. This was his work.

After some months some person would
come and shear his hair.
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Some traders would buy this hair.

These people would make them into
blankets and stuff them into mattresses.

Bobak couldn’t care less!

It didn’t bother him. He was only bothered
that they did not hurt his skin while shearing
his hair.
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Some leaders were part of Bobak’s pack.

The others goats always followed these
leaders.

When the leader got fed up one place he
would move to some other place.

Then the other goats would also wag their
tails and follow the leader.

ek @ aTS H HD TR dqht T&d A
9 ST ot S
STt SehY 3Teh UIS-US SId|

T& ST kY ol Ueh SE W HF 9 St
qr o fordt T T & S ¥ U
SThT Feht T 0T gH Teata-feema sas
WS & Wdl B TE ®H Uget drell s
q =St grell, et i

TR STTE oT=St &1 IO o, T8 aaht
TUIT 3O 3T & Fs-e & wrerd



Along with the other goats Bobak also followed
the leaders.

He did not know why he did it.
But he did not like the leaders very much.

But he did not find anyone of them particularly
bad.

Therefore when the other goats went behind the
leaders he followed too.

Perhaps, it was easiest to follow a leader.

But before starting Bobak would think and think
for such a long time that the others goats would
go far ahead and Bobak would be left behind.
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Then came a very hot day.

The leader goat did not like the place and he
started in search of another place.

The other goats followed him.

Bobak also walked behind.
He was at the very end.
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They walked and walked
for a very long time.

With the scorching sun the whole
mountainside became very hot.

They found a new field
but the grass there was not soft.

Bobak tried to eat some grass
but he started feeling giddy.

He felt that he did not do the right thing
coming here with the other goats.
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So he sat there.

He decided to keep sitting there
until he felt better.

But Bobak had just sat down when the
leader goat decided to move on from there.
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The leader started to move.
The other goats followed him.
Bobak was at the very end.

The truth was that he did not want to go
anymore.
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Walking in the scorching sun Bobak kept
pondering. Why did I come here in the
first place? Why do the other goats
foolishly follow the leader?

Why did he follow others for such a long
time? Maybe the other goats have been
following their leaders right from the
beginning. Perhaps they have got used to
following leaders for too long. Bobak was
thinking about these questions. But still
things were not clear in his mind.
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Bobak was deeply absorbed in his thoughts.
Suddenly he saw a black storm approaching him.

Black clouds rose from the ground
and went up to the sky.

Bobak had never seen such a large black mass.
He didn’t like it one bit.

But the black clouds kept advancing towards Bobak.
Bobak felt like fleeing away from them.

But the leader of the flock kept walking towards the
storm.

And the black clouds kept advancing closer.
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All the goats got trapped in the storm.
It is no fun to get caught in a typhoon.
Bobak was quite frightened.

The moist clouds lifted him up.
The roaring wind tossed him here and there.

Bobak started rolling and tossing in the vortex of
the storm.
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There were other things too
trapped in the hurricane.

These things started colliding and hitting
Bobak.

After some time Bobak started panting and
was injured at several places.

After being tossed about in the storm Bobak
started repenting over his deeds.

Why did he follow the leader in search of a
new pasture?
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First of all Bobak became pale with fright.
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Then his body turned green,
and he feet like vomiting.

Bobak started pitying himself.
He began to feel terribly ill.
He thought he will not live for long.

Then Bobak saw the leader also tossing
up-and-down in the storm.

The leader was in a worse situation than
Bobak.

Just then a strong gush of wind came and
threw Bobak out of the vortex of the
hurricane.
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Bobak fell in a field. Luckily, the soil was soft,
so his bones did not break.
But still he was badly injured.

For a long time he just kept lying in the field.

Then he looked all around him. His body had
become stiff and every part was aching.

But he had learnt a new lesson.
He would never forget this lesson.
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Now he will not go from one place to the other simply because others are going there.
Henceforth, he will decide for himself. Where should he go? Why should he go?
How should he go? From now on he will make his own decisions.
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Now Bobak thinks for himself.
He is much happier than he was before.
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