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 ¶dqjku esa [kqnk us eksgEen ls tks igyh ckr dgh oks Fkh] ^i<+ks*A¸
 & vkfy;k eksgEen cdj

"In the Koran, the first thing God said

to Muhammad was 'Read.'"

From the New York Times, July27, 2003



Alia Muhammad Baker is the librarian of Basra,

a port city in the sand swept country of Iraq.

 jsrhys bZjkd esa leqnz ds fdukjs cljk uke dk ,d cM+k 'kgj gSA
vkfy;k eksgEen cdj cljk dh ykbczsfj;u FkhaA



Her library is a meeting place for all who love books.

They discuss matters of the world

and the matters of the spirit.

vkfy;k dh ykbczsjh lHkh iqLrd izsfe;ksa ds feyus dk vM~Mk FkhA
ogka nqfu;k&tgka dh ppkZ gksrh FkhA

ogka yksx /eZ vkSj vkRek ds ckjs esa Hkh ppkZ djrs FksA



Until now – now, they talk only of war.

ij ;g lc igys dh ckr gSA
vc rks yksx cl ;q¼ vkSj tax dh gh ckrsa djrs gSaA

D;k vkleku gokbZ
tgktksa ls Hkj tk;sxk\

D;k ;gka cEc fxjsxk\

D;k lM+dksa ij iQkSth
canwdsa ysdj nkSM+saxs\

ge esa ls dkSu&dkSu ejsxk\

D;k gekjk ifjokj cp ik;sxk\

ge D;k dj ldrs gSa\

Will planes with

bombs fill the sky?

Will bombs fall here?

Will soldiers with guns

fill the streets

Who among us will die?

Will our families survive?

What can we do?



 Alia worries that the fires of war will destroy the books,

which are more precious to her than mountains of gold.

The books are in every language – new books, ancient books,

even a biography of Muhammad that is seven hundred years old.

She asks the governor for permission

to move them to a safe place.

He refuses.

vkfy;k dks Mj gS fd dgha tax dh vkx esa ykbczsjh dh iqLrdas u ty tk;saA
oks fdrkcsa lksus ds igkM+ksa ls Hkh T;knk cs'kdherh FkhaA

ykbczsjh esa gjsd Hkk"kk dh fdrkcsa FkhaA dqN fdrkcsa ubZ Fkha] dqN iqjkuhA
ykbczsjh esa eksgEen lkfgc dh ,d thouh Hkh Fkh] tks lkr lkS lky iqjkuh FkhA

vkfy;k us ykbczsjh dks fdlh lqjf{kr txg ij ys tkus ds fy;s
cljk ds xojuj dh vuqefr ekaxhA
xouZj us lkiQ badkj dj fn;kA



 So Alia takes matters into her own hands.

Secretly, she brings books home every night,

filling her car late after work.

rc vkfy;k us [kqn gh bl dke dks djus dh BkuhA
dke [kRe gksus ds ckn oks gjsd jkr dks fNidj viuh dkj esa fdrkcsa Hkjrh

vkSj fiQj mUgsa vius ?kj ys vkrhA



The whispers of war grow louder.

Government offices are moved into the library.

Soldiers with guns wait on the roof.

Alia waits and fears the worst.

tax dh iQqliQqlkgV vc rst xawt esa cnyus yxhA
ljdkjh nÝrjksa us ykbczsjh esa vkdj viuk vM~Mk tek;kA

Nrksa ij canwd/kjh iQkSth igjk nsus yxsA
vkfy;k cl bartkj djrh jghA mls ,d Hk;adj gknls dk Mj FkkA



Then … rumors become reality.

/hjs&/hjs viQokgsa vlfy;r esa cnyus yxhaA



War reaches Basra.

cljk esa tax fNM+ x;hA



iwjk 'kgj cEcksa dh vkx esa >qylus yxkA canwdksa ds /ekds lHkh vksj xwatus yxsA

 The city is lit with a firestorm of bombs and gunfire.



 Alia watches as library workers, government workers

and soldiers abandon the library.

Only Alia is left to protect the books.

/hjs&/hjs lkjs ykbczsjh esa dke djus okys yksx vkSj ljdkjh eqykfte
vkSj iQkSt ds flikgh Hkh ykbczsjh dks NksM+ dj pys x;sA

vkfy;k bl utkjs dks ns[krh jghA
vkf[kj esa fdrkcksa dh fgiQktr djus ds fy;s fliQZ vkfy;k gh cphA



 She calls over the library wall to her friend Anis Muhammad,

who owns a restaurant on the other side. “Can you help me

save the books?”

vkfy;k us nhokj ds nwljh vksj vius nksLr vuhl eksgEen & ,d gksVy ds ekfyd dks vkokt
yxk;hA ¶D;k rqe fdrkcsa cpkus esa esjh dqN enn dj ldrs gks\¸



 “I can use these curtains to wrap them.”

“Here are crates from my shop.”

“Can you use these sacks?”

“The books must be saved.”

¶eSa bu inksZa esa fdrkcsa yisV ldrh gwaA¸
¶yks esjh nqdku ls xRrs ds fMCcs vkSj isfV;ka ys yksA¸
¶D;k rqe bu cksfj;ksa dk bLrseky dj ldrh gks\¸

¶fdrkcksa dks rks fdlh rjg cpkuk gh gSA¸



All through the night, Alia, Anis, his brothers,

and shopkeepers and neighbors take the books

from the library shelves, pass them over the seven-foot wall,

and hide them in Anis’s restaurant.

lkjh jkr vkfy;k] vuhl vkSj mlds HkkbZ
vkSj vkl&ikl ds nqdkunkj vkSj iM+kslh

ykbczsjh dh vYekfj;ksa ls fdrkcsa fudky&fudky dj
mUgsa lkr iQhV mQaph nhokj ds mQij ls <ksdj
vuhl ds gksVy esa tkdj mUgsa fNikrs jgsA



The books stay hidden and the war rages on.

fdrkcsa lqjf{kr rjhds ls fNih jghaA ;q¼ pyrk jgkA



 Then nine days later, a fire burns the library to the ground.

fiQj ukS fnuksa ckn ykbczsjh esa vkx yxh vkSj oks ty dj [kkd gks x;hA



The next day, soldiers come to Anis’s restaurant.

“Why do you have a gun?” they ask.

“To protect my business,” Anis replies.

The soldiers leave without searching inside.

They do not know that the whole of the library

is in my restaurant, thinks Anis.

vxys fnu iQkSth vuhl ds gksVy esa vk;sA
¶rqEgkjs ikl ;g canwd D;ksa gS\¸ mUgksaus iwNkA

¶vius /a/s dh fgiQktr ds fy;s]¸ vuhl us tokc fn;kA
iQkSth gksVy dh f'kuk[r fd;s fcuk gh pys x;sA

vuhl eu&lh&eu [kq'k gqvk] ^bUgsa D;k irk fd esjs gksVy esa lewph ykbczsjh fNih gSA*



At last the beast of war moves on.

Alia knows that if the books are to be saved,

they must be moved again,

while the city is quite.

So she hires a truck to bring all thirty thousand books

to her house and to the houses of friends.

yM+kbZ tkjh jghA
vkfy;k dks irk Fkk fd fdrkcksa dh Bhd ls fgiQktr ds fy;s

mUgsa 'kgj esa 'kakfr ds le; fdlh vkSj txg ij tkdj fNikuk gksxkA
oks ,d HkkM+s ds Vªd esa ykbczsjh dh rhl gtkj fdrkcksa dks vius ?kj]

vkSj vius nksLrksa ds ?kj esa tkdj fNikrh gSA



In Alia’s house the books are everywhere,

filling floors and cupboards and windows –

vkfy;k dk lkjk ?kj fdrkcksa ls Hkj tkrk gSA
tehu ij] vYekfj;ksa esa] f[kM+fd;ksa esa lHkh rjiQ fdrkcsa gh fdrkcsa utj vkrh gSaA



leaving barely enough room for anything else.

?kj esa ckdh fdlh vkSj pht dks j[kus dh txg gh ugha cphA



Alia waits.

vkfy;k bartkj djrh gSA





 She waits for war to end.

oks tax ds [kRe gksus dk bartkj djrh gSA



 She waits, and dreams of peace.

oks bartkj djrh gS vkSj veu&pSu ds liuk latksrh gSA



 She waits…

oks bartkj djrh gS + ++ +



 and dreams of a new library.

vkSj ,d u;h ykbczsjh dk liuk latksrh gSA



ij rc rd lkjh fdrkcsa lqjf{kr gSa &
cljk dh ykbczsfj;u ds ?kj esaA

 But until then, the books are safe –

safe with the librarian of Basra.



A Note from the Author

The invasion of Iraq reached Basra on April 6, 2003. With the help of friends and

neighbors, Alia Mohammad Bake, chief librarian of Basra’s Central Library, managed

to rescue seventy percent of the library’s collection before the library burned down

nine days later.

These events were first revealed to the world by New York Times reporter Shaila K.

Dewan, who heard about Alia and the library during a visit to Anis Muhammad’s res-

taurant, the Hamdan – which is near the library and is known as one of the best in

Basra. Shaila’s translator said Anis had an incredible story to tell her about the war, so

Shaila made an appointment to talk with him. Alia joined the discussion, and together

they went on to share this amazing story.

Soon after the library was destroyed, Alia suffered a stroke and had heart surgery. But

she is healing, and despite all, she is determined to see that the library is rebuilt.

Hkwfedk

bZjkd esa 'kq: gqbZ yM+kbZ cljk esa 6 vizSy 2003 dks igaqphA vius nksLrksa vkSj iM+ksfl;ksa dh enn
ls vkfy;k eksgEen cdj us cljk dh lsaVªy ykbczsjh dh lRrj izfr'kr fdrkcksa dks lqjf{kr LFkkuksa
ij igqqapkA mlds ukS fnu ckn ykbczsjh ty dj [kkd gks x;hA

bl ?kVuk dh igyh [kcj U;w;kdZ VkbEl dh fjiksVZj & 'kSyk nhoku us nhA 'kSyk us vkfy;k vkSj
ykbczsjh ds ckjs esa igyh ckj vuhl eksgEen ds gksVy genku esa lqukA genku lsaVªy ykbczsjh ds
ikl fLFkr gS vkSj oks cljk dk lcls e'kgwj gksVy gSA 'kSyk ds vuqoknd us mlls dgk fd
vuhl ds ikl ;q¼ laca/h ,d xtc dh dgkuh gSA 'kSyk us vuhl ls le; r; fd;k ftlls oks
dgkuh lqu ldsA vkfy;k Hkh ml ppkZ esa 'kkfey FkhA bl izdkj mu rhuksa us feydj lkjh nqfu;k
dks ;g vn~Hkqr dgkuh lquk;hA

ykbczsjh esa vkx yxus ds dqN gh le; ckn vkfy;k dks fny dk nkSjk iM+k vkSj gkVZ&ltZjh
djokuh iM+hA ijarq vc /hjs&/hjs vkfy;k dh rfc;r lq/j jgh gSA viuh rfc;r ds ckotwn
vkfy;k us ykbczsjh ds nqckjk fuekZ.k vkSj mls tYnh 'kq: djus dk n`<+ fu'p; fd;k gSA


